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Get in the Cloud ς With your corporate data sources connected 

Providing consistent enterprise data in SharePoint can solve many issues with the cloud Cloud Connector www.layer2.de 

A data-integration strategy needs to be within the 
foundation of every cloud computing plan. This integration 
needs to be innate to the architecture; it can't be something 
you're reminded of at the rollout meeting.  

David Linthicum / Cloud Computing 
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SharePoint in the Cloud ς Key Customer Pain Points 

Providing consistent enterprise data in SharePoint can solve many issues with the Cloud 

Data Islands 
with no Access 
to Corporate 
LOB Data or 
other Cloud 

data 

Quality, 
Consistency and 
Up-To-Dateness  

of Data 

Manual Data 
Acquisition,  Data 

Redundancy 

Very restricted 
Feature 

Customization 
Capabilities 

Complexity and 
Costs of  

Data and Process 
Integration 

Secure Data 
Access and 

Transfer 

Cloud Connector www.layer2.de 
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Cloud Connector for SharePoint 2010 ς Key Features 

The Cloud Connector for SharePoint migrates or integrates your local line-of-business data to your 
cloud-based or any other hosted SharePoint - easy to connect, secure, always up-to-date and bi-
directional if required. Cloud-to-cloud connections supported as well. 

Data stored in almost any corporate data source, e.g. databases, files, ERP/CRM/ECMS or other legacy 
platforms, SharePoint, Active Directory etc. is replicated to native SharePoint lists into the cloud, e.g. 
Microsoft Office 365, via secure Web Services.  

All features of native SharePoint lists are supported for your external data, e.g. RSS feeds, email 
notification and workflows in the SharePoint cloud, when remote corporate data changes.  

No programming or tools required. Setup in a few minutes guided by a wizard.  

No installation or customizing in the SharePoint cloud required.  

100% Microsoft SharePoint 2010 compatible ς New Client Object Model CSOM API used. 

Source data subsets and data aggregation to data destinations are supported. 

A connection is only required for data exchange ς not for list usage. The SharePoint list acts as some 
kind of cache in Cloud. No ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ όάǇǳǎƘέ ς ƴƻ άǇǳƭƭέ 
strategy). The Cloud Connector service application runs where your data resides today - on any server 
or client inside your corporate network. 

Cloud Connector www.layer2.de Replicates corporate LOB data to native SharePoint lists in the cloud 
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éand more applications 

SharePoint Cloud Connector ς Architecture 

Operates inside the corporate network - with secure connection to the cloud Cloud Connector www.layer2.de 

éand more databases 

éand more file types 

éand other drivers 

 Data Access Providers 

HTTP or  
HTTPS/SSL 

Windows, Claims-
based (FBA) etc. 

Secure Data Transfer 

SharePoint 2010 
Client Side Object 

Model (CSOM) 

Enterprise and Cloud Data Sources 

- Connection Service 
- Connection Manager 
- Connection Wizard 
- No Code 

@ W7/W2K3/W2K8: 

Cloud Connector(s) 

éand more cloud data 
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SharePoint Cloud Connector ς Data Sources 

Almost any corporate data source can be connected 

You can connect 
almost any data 
source via ODBC, 
OLEDB, .NET based 
or 3rd party  
drivers to the 
SharePoint Cloud. 
If no driver is 
available, please 
export as XLS/CSV 
and connect to 
that file. 

 

http://images.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://www.company-logos.org/img/firebird-logo.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.company-logos.org/other-services.shtml&usg=__c4SXvpbq3EJPjFjAi3w71ZsiAkc=&h=86&w=86&sz=3&hl=de&start=6&sig2=rLDa23w5SKnZFrtAGBti8Q&tbnid=nu1THwt8xl4B0M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=77&prev=/images?q=firebirddatabase+logo&gbv=2&hl=de&ei=n8LASqCQM87__QbZv41_
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Cloud Connector ς Installation 

Layer2 ς The SharePoint Experts from Hamburg (Germany) ς www.layer2.de/en/ 

Register & download zip 

Start setup.msi 

Accept license agreement 

Select typical installation 

Accept changes to computer 

tǊŜǎǎ άCƛƴƛǎƘέ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǘ 

See next slides about what is 
installed 
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Cloud Connector ς Program Directory 

Layer2 ς The SharePoint Experts from Hamburg (Germany) ς www.layer2.de/en/ 

Select Layer2 Cloud Connector in Programs 

You can open the directory, where the connection 
definitions are managed as XML files. 

You can open the directories where the log files are 
saved as CSV. 

You can start previously defined connections 
manually (instead of using the windows service). 

You can start a Cookie Manager, that offers an 
additional (but not required) option to authenticate 
to Microsoft Office 365. 

With V3.0 a Connection Manager can be started to 
setup and manage your data connections. Please 
use 32-bit or 64-bit Connection Manager as 
required. 

Please use the provided links to uninstall or add / 
remove software features of Windows to do that ς 
if required. 
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Cloud Connector ς Program Data Directory 

Layer2 ς The SharePoint Experts from Hamburg (Germany) ς www.layer2.de/en/ 

!ƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ 
directory as XML data. 

¢ƘŜ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƛǘΦ 

If you use a licensed version, please place the 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜΩ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ LŦ ƴƻ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
file found, the connector works in Shareware mode 
with 25 items per list maximum. 

You will find the log files in the log directory. There 
are system log files for any general log  entries and 
one log file per connection (named like the 
connection file itself) for more connection specific 
entries. Please consult these log files in case of any 
issues. 

A metabase is located in the metabase directory 
starting with V2.0. It contains information for bi-
directional and improved one-way replication 
(without PK mapping). 
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Cloud Connector ς Connection Service 

Layer2 ς The SharePoint Experts from Hamburg (Germany) ς www.layer2.de/en/ 

Layer2 Cloud Connector Service is installed as a 
windows service. 

This service automatically executes enabled 
connections defined in the program data directory 
άŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 

Please stop this service to use manual 
synchronization provided in the program menu, 
especially for setup and testing of connections. 
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Cloud Connector - How to create a new connection? 

Layer2 ς The SharePoint Experts from Hamburg (Germany) ς www.layer2.de/en/ 

 

hǇŜƴ ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ƛƴ {ǘŀǊǘ Ҕ !ƭƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
> Layer2 Cloud Connector. 

A Windows Management Console Application is 
shown to configure your connections 

wƛƎƘǘ /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƻ ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ƴƻŘŜ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ǘƻ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέΦ 

Follow step-by-step the Connection Wizard started.  
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Cloud Connector ς Connection Settings 

Layer2 ς The SharePoint Experts from Hamburg (Germany) ς www.layer2.de/en/ 

 

Define your connection properties as follows: 

Enter a connection title, e.g. SQL-to-
SharePoint. An XML-based  connection file 
is created with these name in the 
connections directory. 

Select a direction of replication between 
your data entities or select bi-directional 

Disable scheduling. You can enable later 
on, if connection is ready to run. 

You can set next run date and time and 
interval for next replications later on. 

You can run this connection on this tab 
ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘΦ 

Please note, that there are additional 
connection options that are not yet 
supported in the GUI. See documentation 
for this and change in XML file directly. 

 

 


