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What is the SharePoint Business Data List Connector?

 

The SharePoint Business Data List Connector (BDLC) connects custom SharePoint lists (no 
Web Parts) directly with almost any external business data, simply in the list settings dialog 
with 3 steps only. All SharePoint list features are available as usual, e.g. alerts and 
workflows, to take business actions in SharePoint, if external data records are changed.

LOB
BDLC

Custom SharePoint List (No Web Part)

External LOB data, e.g.
- databases (e.g. SQL Server, Oracle)
- office data (e.g. Excel, Access)
- text files (e.g. csv) and more

Fast batch update in background 

(changed data only)
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SharePoint BDLC ςWhy we madeit?
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Existing solutions such as the Business Data Catalog (BDC, MOSS 2007) or the 
Business Connectivity Services (BCS, SharePoint 2010) are not available for all 
SharePoint editions or for the Windows SharePoint Services (WSS). The BDLC works 
with all SharePoint editions and WSS. 

BDC and BCS are not easy to configure. Tools, XML, customizing is required.  The BDLC 
is easily configured in the list settings with 3 inputs only. Every admin can do it.

Existing solutions use Web Parts to display the data ςnot lists. That causes limitations 
compared to real SharePoint lists. With the BDLC all list features can be used, e.g. 
views, grouping, alerts, workflow. No problems with search at all.

SharePoint users are very familiar with lists. Lists are the common way to work with 
data in SharePoint.

With the BDLC list alerts and workflows can be used, to start business actions in 
SharePoint, if external data records are changed.
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SharePoint BDLC ςActivation: How does it work?
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Install the BDLC 

Activate the BDLC 
Feature for the 
Site Collection

 


